Awareness & Fundraising

Lilliana Hakim, age 2

ur lieele girl Lilliana, a smart and sassy two-year-old, was

diagnosed with alopecia areata when she was ten months

old. Devastared and confused, we were told “Go to the
MNAAF Web site for more information. Theres no cure for your baby
gitl. No cure,”

So, after several months of feeling sad, confused, and just
plain heartbroken, [ decided it was dme to do something positive,
something that would make my licde girfl proud when she was old
enough w understand why she had no hair, why there arent any
Barbie dolls thar look like her.

My husband and I decided to participate in a four-day concert
and entercainment event called the Toms River Fest this past July.
With the help of our Family and friends. we set up an awareness
booth that enabled us to educare over 300 people about alopecia
areara. We handed our literature and asked everyone this simple
question: “Are you familiar with alopecia areata?” I think the answer
was “ves' maybe five times.

e could not stop there. We needed to ask the question
again. 5o we embarked on a new journey—the fundraiser. Having
a background in marketing, I was ready to do whatever it wok to
make our evenr a successtul one. After two months spent sending
out over 300 letrers, making phone calls, and having conversations
with people, we managed tw educate while we prepared for the
fundraiser. All of these efforts brought us to our magical night.

Our Ma
The “Let %W'f fﬁfﬁr

rical Night:

On QOcrober 27, 20006, with family and friends by our side, we
held our first fundraising reception for the National Alopeda Arcam
Foundarion. We called it the “Let Your Hair Down” Fundraising
Receprion. We wanted it to be an uplifting night, one thar celebrated
those affecred by this discase. The event was held ar The Renaissance
in Ocean Township, New Jersey, and was artended by over 175
people, who enjoyed five hours of food, spirits, silent auctions, and
a room full of gift baskets donared by family; friends and many
generous merchants, The owners of The Renaissance, Steven and
Joey Falco, along with their banquer manager, Alyssa, were very
helpful and gracious. They were such an intricate part of our event
and truly went above and beyond o make our first fundraiser a
memorable one.
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